
 

What if, as a community, we all 

read the same book— 

then gather together to 

discuss, share ideas and 

insights, and learn about and 

from each other? 

That was the thought behind 

Malden Reads and we are 

happy to continue 

in our 6th year 

with the help of community 

groups, city leaders, school 

representatives, and residents 

in collaboration with 

MATV and the 

Malden Public Library.   

 

Malden 
Reads 
2016 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MALDEN READS OPENING CELEBRATION 

Friday, February 19, 6:30–8:30 pm  

Malden Public Library—Ryder, Carr, & Lower Galleries 
Enjoy refreshments, cultural exhibits, and community conversation. Learn 
more about this year’s book selections, take a guided tour of the Library’s 
historic building, and participate in a special presentation in the Ryder Gallery. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Malden Reads Night at Boda Borg 

Tuesday, March 29, 4:00–8:00 pm, 90 Pleasant St. 
Join with other Malden Reads participants ages 7 and up for two hours 
of questing with free admission to Boda Borg! Start your questing on 
the hour at 4:00, 5:00, 6:00, or 7:00. There will be family-friendly 
activities available in the main gathering room from 4–8 pm. Register 
and get tickets by March 22. More details will be available soon at 
www.maldenreads.org. 

The Art of Surviving Hard Times: 
Yvonne Twining Humber and the Federal Art Project  
Tuesday, April 12, 7:00 pm, Malden Public Library Ryder Gallery 
It took the commitment of many people to get Mark Watney back to earth. Come 
explore how a Depression-era economic relief program saved the lives of 
struggling artists. Talk will be followed by the regular 2nd Tuesday Art Tour of the 
Converse Memorial Building and Art Galleries at 7 pm.  

Sunset, Storytelling, & Stargazing on Waitt’s Mount 
Saturday, April 30, 7:00 pm (backup date: Saturday, May 21) Leonard St.  
Join us on Waitt’s Mount Park in Malden for storytelling at sunset and 
stargazing at twilight with members of the Amateur Telescope 
Makers of Boston, under the guidance of Shep Doeleman, MIT 
astrophysicist and Malden community member. For complete details, 
visit the “events” page at maldenreads.org closer to the event 
date. This project is sponsored in part by the Malden Cultural Council, 
a local agency, supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

The Finest Hours: 
Resiliency & Leadership Lessons from America’s Greatest Rescue  
Wednesday, May 25, 7:00 pm, Malden Public Library 
Michael J. Tougias will talk about the true story behind the 1952 rescue mission 
that is the subject of his best-selling book, “The Finest Hours.” The book recounts 
the story of a 1952 nor’easter that left dozens of men aboard a pair of oil tankers 
at the mercy of the storm as the U.S. Coast Guard launched a rescue mission to 
save them. The book has been made into a Disney movie starring Chris Pine, Casey 
Affleck, and Ben Foster. Co-sponsored with the Malden Historical Society.  
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CHILDREN’S EVENTS 
Martian Crafts with Greg Cook, Saturday, March 5, 2:00-3:00 pm 

Malden Public Library 
In this kids craft inspired by The Martian, we’ll make rocket ships, astronauts, 
aliens, and other cosmic pictures to be displayed in a giant Martian landscape 
diorama in the window of MATV on Pleasant Street.  

Mad Science of Boston, Wednesday, April 20, 3:00 pm, Malden Public Library 
Blast off into the fun of science with this program featuring a “mad scientist,” 
foggy dry ice, a simulated meteor, orbiting balls, and the challenge of getting 
astronaut ‘Eggbert’ into his space shuttle. Registration required. 

Bubbles & Books, Saturday, June 4, 3:00-6:00 pm 
Miller Park (Harvard St.) 
A Malden Kiwanis event sponsored by Neal Anderson, City Councillor 
Join us at Miller Park for the magic of James Dichter’s bubbles, free gently 
used children’s books (for 0-18 years old), face painting, a storyteller, 
puppeteer, and slush. This project is sponsored in part by the Malden 
Cultural Council, a local agency, supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 
*Book donations can be dropped off at MATV, 145 Pleasant St. or brought to any of 
the Malden Reads events. 

“MALDEN EATS” COMMUNITY DINNERS 
One of the best ways to connect with people is over a good meal! Malden Eats, in 
collaboration with Malden Reads, invites you to join us at these fine local restaurants to 
enjoy great food, mingle with local Maldonians, and support local businesses. We also 
encourage you to converse about the themes from this year’s book and will provide some 
“Table Talk” topics for diners to discuss if they wish. Dinners are fixed price and feature 
either a buffet or an à la carte menu. Beverages, tax and tip are not included. Space is 
limited, so make sure to reserve your seats in advance. You must specify “Malden Reads 
event” when you call. If you cannot make your reservation, please cancel so that the next 
party on the waiting list may attend. 

Joti Palace 
Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 pm, 308 Main St., $15 per person 
Fine Indian cuisine. 
(781) 388-2448 for reservations by March 6. 

El Potro 
Tuesday, March 22, 7:00 pm, 156 Highland Ave., $20 per person 
This exciting new Mexican restaurant opened last fall featuring fresh, complex 
flavors. 
(781) 605-3120 for reservations by March 20. 

Sousaku Bistro 
Malden, Tuesday, April 19, 7:00 pm, 166 Eastern Ave., $20 per person 
Sousaku Bistro brings Japanese fusion to Malden. 
(781) 321-8600 for reservations by April 17. 
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BOOK DISCUSSIONS 
Share your thoughts and opinions about this year’s book selection, The Martian by 
Andy Weir, and discuss its themes in a friendly, guided book discussion. 

Wednesday, March 16, 7:00 pm, Triangle, Inc., 420 Pearl St. 
A book discussion (in various languages) with snacks prepared by local chef 
David Stein. RSVP to maldenreads@gmail.com. 

Wednesday, March 16, (time TBD)  
Malden Teen Enrichment Center, 1 Salem St., MHS Librarian Mary Liberge 

will lead a discussion of The Martian. Open to Malden teens. 

Wednesday, March 23, (time TBD), Malden High School library 

MHS Librarian Mary Liberge will lead a discussion of The Martian. Open to 
Malden teens. 

Wednesday, April 6, 6:30 pm, Malden Public Library, 36 Salem St. 
The Malden Public Library will host a book discussion in the Ryder Art Gallery. 
Mayor Christenson will be our special guest. Refreshments will be served. 

FILM SCREENINGS 
All are invited to attend these screenings that examine themes related to this year’s 
book selections. Enjoy the film and take part in the discussion following the movie. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Everest, Tuesday, March 15, 6:00 pm 
Malden Public Library, 36 Salem St. 
Everest documents the deadly journey of two mountain-climbing 
expeditions challenged beyond their limits by one of the fiercest 
snowstorms ever encountered by humankind.  

The Martian, Friday, April 8, 7:00 pm 
Jenkins Auditorium, Malden High School 
The 2015 film adaptation of the Malden Reads selection of The Martian 
starring Matt Damon and directed by Ridley Scott. 
 

My Life in China, Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm 
Jenkins Auditorium, Malden High School 
A special film screening event co-sponsored with the Chinese Culture 
Connection. The filmmaker will lead a discussion following the film. 
 

In the Shadow of the Moon, Tuesday, April 26, 6:00 pm 
Malden Public Library, 36 Salem St. 
This film combines archival material from the original NASA film footage of 
man’s walks on the moon, much never before seen, and interviews with the 
surviving astronauts who emerge as eloquent, witty, emotional and human.  

Home, March/April (date TBA), 6:00 pm, Ferryway School, 150 Cross St. 
In this year’s hit family film, a lovable misfit from another planet meets a 
girl named Tip and the two unlikely friends embark on the greatest journey 
of all time—the journey Home. Joins us for a snack and a family-oriented 
arts & crafts activity at 6:00 pm and the movie at 6:30 pm.  
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ADULTS AND TEENS 
Below is a short guide to finding other materials that address themes similar to The 
Martian. All of these items are available at the Malden Public Library or the Metro 
Boston Library Network. 

In addition, Malden Reads will be meeting at the Ferryway and Beebe Schools in 
March and April to continue our Reading Circles program to teach adult English 
language learners to read the companion books with their children in English.    

BOOKS 
Destination Mars: New explorations of the red planet by Rod Pyle—An amazing 
overview of projects being developed here and abroad to visit the red planet. 

Mars Up Close: Inside the Curiosity mission by Marc Kaufman—Inside stories, 
fascinating facts, and eye-popping pictures, some never before seen, of the red 
planet and NASA’s groundbreaking Curiosity mission. 

Packing for Mars by Mary Roach—From the space shuttle training toilet to a crash 
test of NASA’s new space capsule, Roach takes us on a surreally entertaining trip 
into the science of life in space and space on Earth. 

Red Rover: Inside the story of robotic space exploration, from Genesis to the Mars 
rover Curiosity by Roger Weins—The author traces the ups and downs of the new 
era of robotic space exploration through his own experience.  

The Right Kind of Crazy: A true story of teamwork, leadership, and high-stakes 
innovation by Adam Stelzner—True story of how an unlikely leader helped inspire a 
team of rocket scientists to achieve the near impossible: landing a two-thousand 
pound rover on Mars. 

Wild: From lost to found on the Pacific Coast Trail by Cheryl Strayed—An inspiring 
memoir: the story of a 1,100 mile solo hike that broke down a young woman reeling 
from catastrophe--and built her back up again.  

Wild by Nature: From Siberia to Australia, three years alone in the wilderness on 
foot by Sarah Marquis—Trekking from Mongolia's Gobi Desert to Siberia and 
through Thailand to Australia's outback, Marquis's unparalleled adventure earned 
her recognition as a National Geographic Explorer of the Year.  

FILMS 

Castaway— A contemporary drama about a man who is isolated and forced to 
transform himself in order to survive both physically and emotionally. 

Gravity—On a seemingly routine spacewalk, the shuttle is destroyed, leaving Dr. 
Ryan Stone and astronaut Matt Kowalsky spiraling out into the blackness. 

Interstellar—With our time on Earth coming to an end, a team of explorers 
undertakes the most important mission in human history; traveling beyond this 
galaxy to discover whether mankind has a future among the stars. 

Into the Wild—Newly graduated from college with a promising future ahead, 
Christopher McCandless instead walked out of his privileged life and into the wild in 
search of adventure.  
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RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN 
Malden Reads provides books, resources, curriculum, and support to the Malden Public 
Schools (and other schools in Malden upon request). This year, aligning with themes 
from this year’s selections, Malden Reads is working directly with the director of Title I, 
the director of the STEM program, and MHS teacher leaders, coordinating activities to 
be implemented by classroom teachers in relation to the grade-level standards. In 
addition, Malden Reads is coordinating with the American Red Cross to provide fourth 
grade classroom teachers the opportunity to participate in their Pillowcase Project, to 
teach students and family about emergency preparedness. There will also be 
opportunities for planting potatoes as soon as weather permits.  

Malden Reads will be participating with Raising a Reader MA in reading Malden Reads 
picture books as well as other selections in the parks across the city this summer. This 
program is supported by a grant awarded to Raising a Reader MA from the Malden 
Cultural Council.   

INTERNET RESOURCES 
Keyword search: NASA for Students for a completely interactive site packed with 
information for kids of all ages (left sidebar divides information by grade), including 
apps for your phone, what’s happening in the sky, and NASA’s latest projects. Click on 
Kid’s Club for learning games for the youngest children, including one called Packing for 
Mars! 

Keyword search: ESA—Space for Kids. Google this for the European Space Agency’s 
website, geared mostly for elementary grades. Great graphics, fun science and art 
projects, easy to navigate. 

Keyword search: Earth and Moon Viewer—Fourmilab. Great tool that lets anyone view 
satellite images of the moon and Earth from different vantage points in space, even 
from the sun’s point of view. Or for a look at specific places on Earth from space. 

Earth from Space. PBS Video available free online. Documents the powerful natural 
forces that govern Earth, that we have only begun to understand since we have been 
able to look at our planet from space. For older teens and adults. 

Kids Astronomy.com (http://www.kidsastronomy.com/mars_explorer.htm) features 
photos, diagrams, future spaceships and general information about the Red Planet. 

Lunar and Planetary Institute (http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/mars/
resources/websites.shtml) includes a listing of fun and educational websites for further 
exploration of Mars and the solar system. 

Popsci.com. Click on the NASA tab on this website to see cool, easy to understand videos 
about all things relating to space exploration. 

 

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES & HOW TO FIND MORE RESOURCES 

These resources and more can be found on the Malden Reads website 
(maldenreads.org). To stay up-to-date on Malden Reads events, please “Like” 
Malden Reads on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and Flickr. Or email 
maldenreads@gmail.com to be added to our email updates. 

6 

https://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/


 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

“PULITZER” LEVEL 
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation 

Boda Borg Boston 
City of Malden/Malden Redevelopment Authority 

Malden Transportation, Inc. 

“BESTSELLER” LEVEL 
Anthony’s of Malden 

Debbie DeMaria, Councillor-at-Large 
Malden Animal Hospital 

Malden High School Alumni Association 
David Stein, Stockpot Malden 

“EDITOR’S CHOICE” 
All Seasons Table 

Neal Anderson, Ward 7 City Councillor 
Armor Door & Lock 

Buckley Brothers, Inc. 
Cataldo Ambulance Services 

Century 21 Bond Realty 
Mayor Gary Christenson 
Dom’s Sausage Co., Inc. 

East Boston Savings Bank 
El Potro Restaurant 
Joe’s Welding, LLC 

Joti Palace Indian Restaurant 
Malden Housing Authority 

Mystic Valley Regional Charter School 
Sound Bites Café, Ball Sq., Somerville 

Stoneham Theater 

“SUPPORTING CHARACTERS” 
BUSSCO, Inc. 

Donna Denoncourt, Financial Advisor, Waddell & Reed, Inc.  
Dockside Restaurant 

Friends of Paul Donato, State Representative 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Iovino 

Rootdown Hydroponics, Medford 
Kathy and Doug Smith 

We would also like to thank local businesses here in Malden, where we have left 
copies of The Martian to read and share on—including Boda Borg Boston, Cambridge 
Health, Cha Su Coffee & Bubble Tea, Malden Dental, Malden Animal Hospital, New 
England Coffee & Tea, Oak Grove Laundromat, Pisa Pizza—and more! We spread 
these books like spreading seeds to the wind, and hope that you enjoy your copy and 
share it with your neighbor!  
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ABOUT THE BOOKS 
The Martian by Andy Weir 

Mark Watney is a mechanical engineer, botanist, astronaut and modern-
day MacGyver. When his crew is forced to abort their mission to Mars, 
Watney is left behind, assumed dead. What follows is an epic adventure, 
with Watney using every available resource to reconnect with civilization 
and return home. Told with surprising humor, this is techno sci-fi at its best, 
with scientific detail underpinning a very human story of a pioneer on a 
knife-edge between life and death. 

 
Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce. Grades 6-8  
Called by critics “hugely funny and utterly gripping,” this is an “extravagantly 
imaginative” space adventure that also deals with what it means to be a dad. 

 
Mars: Worst Case Scenario by Hena Kahn and David Borgenicht. Grades 4, 5 

Can the youngest crew of astronauts ever make it back home from Mars? This 
Ultimate Adventure Novel gives readers 24 possible endings, but only one leads 
to fulfillment of all the mission’s goals.   

 
Welcome to Mars: Making a Home on the Red Planet by Buzz Aldrin 
and Marianne J. Dyson. Grades 3-8. What will your new home be like? How 

will you get there? What will you eat for breakfast? Find out what life might be 
like far, far from Earth   

You Are the First Kid on Mars by Patrick O’Brien. Grades 1-4 
O’Brien has created a realistic account of a real trip to Mars with informative 
text and polished digital art that sparks the imagination.  

 
 

The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers. K to Grade 2 

A boy finds a plane in his closet, flies it into space, and is forced to land on 
the moon where he meets another stranded traveler from Mars! Together, 
they must figure out how to get home.  

Mousetronaut Goes to Mars by Mark Kelly and C.F. Payne. K to Grade 3 
Written by a real astronaut, this is the tale of Meteor who, despite training hard 
to become an astronaut, is not chosen. After sneaking aboard the Mars mission 
craft, Meteor the mouse proves that being small is an advantage when he saves 
the crew. 

Looking Down by Steve Jenkins. Pre-K to Grade 3 
If you were an astronaut traveling far out in space and you looked at the 
earth, what would you see? A small ball in the huge black universe.  

Roaring Rockets by Tony Mitton and Ant Parker. Pre-K 

Children will delight in the word play as they join a trio of wacky animals as 
they blast off into space.  



 


